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Bishop Santin of Trieste has reportedly instructed Catholic priests 
an zone B, Free Territory of Trieste, and Italian centers in Istria 
o urge Italian residents in those areas not to opt to return to 
italy. The Bishop allegedly stated that he had been waiting for 
italian political parties to give the order but, since they hed not 
done so, he felt that it was up te him to make the move.* 
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ME Comment: The question of opting for Italian citizens in Istria 
has erected a diffienlt problem for Italien political parties, and in 
seneral they have been “toncomnittal. On one hand, they could play up 
the desire of optants to leave Yugoslavia as an indication of their 
nersecution at the hands of the present regime. On the other hand, the 
wore italians leave Istria the less clain italy can lay to the area on 
un ethiie basis, If the above information is true, it 1s probable 
shat Bighop Santin issued the orders with the consent of the itelLions, 
since spreading the word through perish priests vould entail a mln ini 


of publicity. 
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